DOCUMENTARY FILM ON KIDNEY CANCER

To sustain its campaign, KCUK took a full part in the production and showing of a documentary film on kidney cancer. It’s called Jane’s Journey and the eponymous star is Jane Thompson, a kidney cancer patient at the Queen Elizabeth hospital in Birmingham.

Other KCUK members who appeared in the accompanying educational clips were Nicholas Owen, Professor Tim Eisen, Jackie Lowe and the author. The premiere took place at the Curzon Soho Cinema on 19 August 2009, when the cinema was close to being full.  There is a copy of the film on the KCUK website, and also one on YouTube. The film was produced by Night and Day Films and was sponsored by Novartis Oncology. The whole event was organised by the Red Health consultancy firm, which handles PR work for Novartis. It was a real pleasure to work with such a highly professional group of people on this project.

KCUK had a number of reasons for getting involved with this film. 

First of all it helps to raise awareness of the disease and of the problems involved in treating patients who have contracted it.  It is true that the media storm that took place a year previously did an enormous amount to put kidney cancer in the public eye, but there is always a certain ‘decay’ effect with news items, and a documentary film will have a longer-term impact.  Also, as discussed in the next session below, a low level of awareness amongst the general public is still very much a continuing source of concern.

In addition the film makes some very powerful points on the value of the life extension afforded by new kidney cancer drugs.  Jane Thompson is a patient who has been successfully treated with Sunitinib for the past two years or so.  The drug has certainly helped a lot in slowing down the spread of her metastatic condition.  This has enabled her to do many things she might not otherwise have had the opportunity to do.  This point is backed up, most eloquently, by Jackie Lowe, whose late husband Steven also suffered from metastatic kidney cancer for which he was prescribed Sunitinib.  The medication kept the tumours at bay long enough for Jackie and Steven to travel abroad and do many other things they had long hoped to do.  Jackie describes the extra time they had together as ‘priceless’.

Another point the film makes very well is that, when someone in the family gets cancer, it is not just that person who is greatly affected.  The situation impinges very heavily on other members of the family as well as close friends.  In Jane’s Journey this is most movingly portrayed, helped enormously by the great performing ability of Jane herself.  That’s very clear. [And there is another thing that is clear, abundantly clear, and that is that Jane has managed to hand down her performing ability to her 4-year-old granddaughter. What a little scene stealer she is! Those watching the film should look out for the dandelion-picking cake-eater!!

